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UM STUDENT JOURNALISTS SWEEP REGIONAL SPJ AWARDS 
MISSOULA -
Students from The University of Montana School of Journalism recently won 14 first- 
place awards and swept several categories in the Society of Professional Journalism’s regional 
Mark of Excellence Awards.
The honors, presented last month during the regional spring conference at UM, 
recognize outstanding college journalism in the Northwest. The Northwest region comprises 
Montana, Idaho, Washington, Oregon and Alaska.
Radio-television students took first in nine separate categories, and print and photo 
students captured five top awards. More than a dozen other students received second- and 
third-place awards, bringing the UM total to 38 separate wins.
First-place recipients will now compete with the top winners from the 11 other regions 
in the national round of judging. Finalists will be announced in mid-May.
The winners are:
• Marnee Banks, of Helena, first place, Radio Feature, “Texting.”
• Whitney Bermes, of Missoula, first place, In-Depth Reporting, “Staying on Top.”
• Kenneth Billington, of Apple Valley, Minn., second place, Sports Photography,
“Ball Brawl.”
• Willi Brooks, of Jackson Hole, Wyo., third place, Radio News Reporting, “Killer 
Vibrators.”
• Bess Brownlee, of Florence, second place, Feature Photography, “A Friend in 
Need.”
• Samantha Bury, of Butte, second place, Television Sports Photography, “Parkour.”
• Hugh Carey, of Missoula, third place, Feature Photography, “Big Feet Big Heels;” 
and third place, Sports Photography, “Surrounded by Defenders.”
• Russell Curry, of Missoula, first place, Television Sports Photography, “Griz 
Superfan.”
• Stacy Gray, of Salt Lake City, Utah, second place, Television General News 
Reporting, “Voter Registration;” and second place, Television Feature, “Belly Flop.”
• Eddie Haver IV, of Panora, Iowa, and Liam Scholey, of Panama City, Panama, 
first place, Television General News Reporting, “Weed Eaters.” Scholey also won 
second place, Television News Photography, for the piece, and first place in 
Television Sports Reporting and third place in Television Sports Photography for 
“Overcoming Obstacles.”
• Katrina Heser, of Billings, Radio Sports Reporting, “Jesters Rugby.”
• Ashley Korslien, of Great Falls, first place, Radio News Reporting, “Missoula Food 
Bank;” and third place, Radio Feature, “Body Image.”
• Caitlin Mallory, of Great Falls, first place, Television News Photography, “Cat/Griz 
Tickets.”
• Jessica Mayrer, of Missoula, first place, Editorial Writing.
• Greg McDonald, of Charlotte, N.C., and Rob Norton, of Brisbane, Australia, 
second place, Television Sports Reporting, “Maulers.”
• Tess McEnroe, of Minneapolis, Minn., first place, Breaking News Photography, 
“Nepali Protest.”
• Trevon Milliard, of Columbia Falls, second place, In-Depth Reporting, “No Place to 
Go.”
• Montana Journal 2008, second place, Television In-Depth Reporting, “Montana 
Journal: The Unlikely Candidates.”
• Natalie Neumann, of Sydney, second place, Radio Feature, “Fair Pigs.”
• Bill Oram, of Hebo, Ore., third place, Editorial Writing.
• Noel Pederson, of McMinnville, Ore., second place, Television Feature Photography, 
“Cheffing.”
• Kaylee Porter, of Laramie, Wyo., third place, Feature Writing, “The Racing Life.”
• Breanna Roy, of Missoula, and Melissa Berry, of Cheyenne, W yo., third place, 
Television General News Reporting, “Bison Roundup.” Berry also won third place, 
Television Feature Photography for the piece, as well as first and third place, 
Television Feature Photography, for “Golf Cart” and “African Jewelry Sale.” Roy 
also won first place, Television Sports Reporting, “Overcoming Obstacles.”
• Rollo Scott, of Chester Springs, Pa., first place, General News Photography, 
“Economic Hardship in Philippines.”
• Lindsey Scheetz, of Billings, second place, Radio News Reporting, “UC Dance 
Story.”
• The Footbridge Forum, first place, Radio In-Depth Reporting, “No Place like 
Homeless.”
• Roman Stubbs, of Great Falls, first place, Sports Writing, “Playing for Keeps in 
Deer Lodge.”
• Student Documentary Unit, first place, Television In-Depth Reporting, “Dear Mom.
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